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PROCEEDIXaS. 


StatesmlU,  N.  C,  \ 

August  30,  1860.      f 

The  Stockholders  of  the  Westekn  North  CAEOLmA  Eail 
KoAD  Company,  convened  in  General  Meeting  in  the  Town 
of  Statesville  this  day  at  11  o'clock,  when 

On  motion  of  Eobert  C.  Pearson,  Esq.,  of  Burke,  M.  L. 
McGorkle,  of  Catawba,  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  Hayne 
E.  Davis  and  Alfred  M.  Erwin,  were  requested  to  act  as  Sec- 
retaries. 

Whereupon,  R.  F.  Simonton,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  proxies,  reported  that  sixty-nine  Stockholders  were  pres- 
ent, holding  2447  shares,  and  1614  shares  were  represented 
by  proxy. 

There  being  a  sufficient  amount  of  stock  represented,  the 
Chairman  declared  the  meeting  ready  for  business. 

Gen.  C.  M.  Avery  presented  credentials  authorizing  and 
empowering  him  to  act  as  proxy  and  representative  of  the 
State  of  JSTorth  Carolina,  which  were  duly  received,  and  he 
was  allowed  to  take  his  seat  in  the  meeting  accordingly. 

The  Reports  of  the  President  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  as  also,  the  Reports  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and 
Committee  of  Finance,  were  then  severally  submitted  and 
read,  and  on  motion,  the  same  were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  M.  jSTesbitt,  of  Rowan,  the  meeting 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  four  Directors. 

The  Chair  appointed  John  I.  Shaver,  J.  F.  Alexander  and 


George  Setzer,  Esqrs.,  to  take  the  vote,  who,  upon  jDerform- 
ance  of  that  duty,  reported  that  Anderson  Ellis,  of  Davidson, 
R.  A.  Caldwell,  of  Eowan,  Otho  Gillespie,  of  Iredell,  and 
Jonas  Cline,  of  Catawba,  had  received  each  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast,  and  were  therefore  duly  elected  Directors  on  the 
part  of  the  Individual  Stockholders  for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Powell,  of  Catawba,  D.  B.  Gaith- 
er,  and  George  Setzer,  of  Catawba,  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  verify  proxies  at  the  next  meeting. 

On  motion,  A.  W.  Jamison,  Charles  A.  Carlton,  and  M.  F. 
Freeland,  were  appointed  a  Committee  of  Finance  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

On  motion  of  John  I.  Shaver,  it  was  ordered  that  the  Treas- 
urer have  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Reports  and  Proceed- 
ings printed  for  the  use  of  the  Stockholders. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  M.  ISTesbitt,  of  Rowan,  it  was 

liesol/ved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  M.  L.  McCorkle,  Esq.,  for  the  dignity, 
ability  and  impartiality  with  which  he  has  presided  over  th6 
deliberations  of  this  meeting. 

jResolvedj  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  likewise  ten- 
dered to  A.  M.  Erwin  and  Hayue  E.  Davis,  for  the  efficient 
services  rendered  by  them  as  Secretaries. 

Hesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  J.  "W".  Stockton,  Esq.,  for  the  use  of  his  hall. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newton,  on 
the  last  Thursday  in  August,  1861. 

M.  L.  McCORKLE,  Chairman. 

Hayne  E.  Davis,  )  s.^^.i^ries 
A.  M.  Ekwin,       j-^^^^<3?a7i(J5. 


PKESIDENT'S  REPOET. 


OFFICE  OF  THE  WESTERN  N.  C.  R.  R.  CO.,      ) 

Statesville,  30th  August,  1860.  ) 

To  the  Stockholders  of  the  Western 

North  Carolina  Rail  Road  Company  : 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  progress  of  the 
Road  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  Company  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year,  ending  on  the  30th  June  last. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  30th  June,  1859, $  9,334  03 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  General  Commissioners, 745  00 

Amount  received  from  individual  Stockholders  during  past  year,  147,731  15 

Amount  received  from  State  of  North  Carolina, 350,000  00 . 

Amount  received  from  other  sources  as  appears  from  Trea- 
surer's Report, 62  62 

Total  amount  receipts, $507,872  80 

Amount  disbursed  from  July  1st,  1859,  for  Iron,  Construction, 

and  all  other  expenses  attending  the  Work, $409,424  81 

Leaving  in  the  Treasury  on  1st  July,  1860, $  98,447  99 

At  the  period  of  your  last  Annual  Meeting,  the  grading  and  masonry  had 
been  completed  to  a  point  near  "Hale's  Store,"  and  the  cars  were  running, 
and  the  Road  in  full  operation  as  far  as  Catawba  River.  Shortly  thereaf- 
ter, the  bridge  across  the  River  was  completed,  and  the  track-laying  was  re- 
sumed and  prosecuted  with  energy  ;  and  on  the  22nd  day  of  February,  the 
the  cars  reached  the  terminus  of  the  first  section,  one  and  a  half  miles  East 
of  Hale's  Store,  as  located  under  the  original  Charter.  Passengers  and 
Freight  were  transported,  for  a  while,  only  as  far  as  Newton. 

The  Board  of  Directors  had  established  a  Depot  at  a  station  now  known  as 
"  Hickory  Tavern,"  two  miles  West  of  said  terminus,  upon  the  line  of  Road 
contracted  to  Mr.  Fisher ;  and  by  an  arrangement  with  him,  his  part  of  the 
line  as  far  as  Hickory  Tavern  station,  was  in  readiness  to  receive  the  Iron 


immediately  after  the  completion  East  of  his  contract ;  and  he  proceeded  at 
once  to  lay  down  the  Iron  and  complete  the  road  to  the  last  named  station. 

Since  that  time  Mr.  Fisher  has  prosecuted  the  work  with  great  despatch, 
having  constructed  the  Road  and  put  the  same  in  complete  running  order  from 
"  Hickory  Tavern"  to  a  point  within  13  miles  of  Morganton.  The  cars  are 
now  transporting  passengers  to  this  point,  and  within  a  short  period  we  will 
be  enabled  to  convey  both  passengers  and  freight  to  Ichard  Station,  11  miles 
from  Morganton,  at  which  point  a  Depot  has  been  located. 

The  residue  of  the  line  to  Morganton  is  in  rapid  progress  of  construction ; 
the  Depot  at  Hickory  Tavern  has  been  completed,  and  the  Depot  at  "  Ichard 
Station"  and  at  Morganton  have  been  let  to  contract,  and  will  be  finished  in 
due  season,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Road  and  the  demands  of  the 
public.  For  further  particulars  connected  with  the  progress  of  construction 
to  Morganton,  and  the  probable  period  of  the  final  compl^^n  of  the  Road  to 
that  place,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  Report  of  the  ClMf  Engineer. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  stated  "  that  the  survey  of  the  second  section 
or  division  of  the  Road  has  been  completed,  and  the  estimated  cost  thereof 
ascertained.  The  particulars  connected  with  the  survey  and  actual  loc-ation  of 
the  line,  together  with  the  cost  of  that  section,  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of 
the  Chief  Engineer.  The  amended  Charter  fixes  the  Western  terminus  of 
the  second  division  at  a  point  not  more  than  10  miles  East  of  the  Western 
portal  of  the  Swananoa  tunnel.  The  second  section  may  be  extended, 
therefore,  to  the  Yv^estern  portal  of  the  Swananoa  tunnel  and  the  Western 
slope  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  thus  enabling  us  to  cross  the  mountain  with  that  di- 
vision, if  the  requisite  amount  of  individual  stock  can  be  procured. 

"  With  a  view  to  accomplish  that  end,  the  Board  have  had  the  entire  hne 
from  !Morganton  to  the  Western  portal  of  the  Swananoa  tunnel  surveyed 
and  located,  and  the  cost  thereof  ascertained.  Books  for  subscription  of  in- 
dividual stock  have  been  opened  and  are  now  open,  and  the  jirospect  of  se- 
curing the  requisite  amount  of  stock,  seems  to  be  cheering." 

I  am  happy  in  being  enabled  to  inform  j'ou  that  the  cheering  indications 
then  foreseen,  and  intimated  for  a  subscription  of  individual  stock,  sufficient 
to  ensure  the  extension  of  the  second  section  of  the  Road  to  the  Western 
portal  of  the  tunnel,  has  been  fully  realized. 

Shortly  after  your  last  meeting,  we  procured  subscriptions  of  stock  by  re- 
sponsible individuals  and  counties,  to  the  amount  of  one-third  of  the  entire 
estimated  cost  of  building  the  Road  from  Morganton  to  the  Western  portal  of 
the  Swananoa  tunnel. 

The  county  of  McDowell,  in  her  corporate  capacity,  influenced  by  a  spirit 
of  commendable  patriotism,  and  with  great  unanimity  on  the  part  of  her  citi- 
zens, authorised  a  subscription  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  has  been 
made.  At  the  same  time  individual  citizens  of  that  county,  animated  by  a 
proper  public  spirit,  contributed  an  additional  fifty  thousand  dollars,  thus  of- 
fering inducements  to  other  persons  to  make  subscriptions  and  take  con- 
tracts on  that  part  of  the  line. 

Not  only  has  the  requisite  amount  of  stock  been  subscribed  by  individuals, 
but  contracts  for  building  the  entire  section  to  the  Western  portal  of  the  tun- 
nel at  Swananoa  gap,  including  the  construction  across  the  Blue  Ridge,  have 
been  let  to  responsible  contractors  at  the  Engineer's  estimates. 

The  contractors  on  this  second  section  have  almost  in  every  instance  com- 
menced operations,  and  arc  conducting  them,  at  present,  upon  their  own  re- 
sources. 


The  Board  felt  no  hesitation  in  letting  out  the  second  section  to  contrac- 
tors where  the  contractors  were  subscribers  of  stock,  (as  all  of  them  are,)  who 
desired  to  pay  their  subscriptions  in  labor,  or  in  other  words,  "  to  work  out 
their  stock  ;"  but  they  did  not  consider  the  Charter  as  giving  them  authority 
to  make  any  contracts  for  payments  by  the  Company,  on  account  of  con- 
struction upon  the  second  section,  until  after  the  completion  of  the  first  sec- 
tion to  Morganton.  The  contracts  are,  therefore,  inchoate  in  their  terms,  and 
expressly  provides,  that  the  Company  will  not  be  liable  for  work  and  labor 
done  until  after  the  completion  of  the  first  section  to  Morganton  and  the 
State  shall  have  subscribed  two-thirds  of  the  estimated  cost  of  building  the 
second  section. 

The  amended  Charter  of  1856,  authorised  the  opening  of  Books  for  sub- 
scriptions of  stock  by  individuals  to  the  second  section  before  the  completion 
of  the  first;  but  provided  that  the  State  should  not  make  her  subscription  un- 
til the  Road  was  in  full  operation  to  Morganton.  Every  subscriber  became  liable 
to  the  Company  for  the  amount  of  stock  subscribed  respectively  in  the  Books 
opened  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  provision  ;  and  as  there  is  no  clause  pro- 
hibiting the  Company  from  receiving  voluntary  payments  upon  stock  thus 
subscribed,  if  tendered  in  cash,  we  did  not  hesitate  to  allow  the  subscribers, 
who  desired  to  become  contractors,  to  proceed  at  once  to  work  upon  the  line 
of  Road  they  were  contributing  to  build,  so  as  to  be  in  readiness  to  make 
their  payments  in  labor  already  performed  whenever  instalments  were  de- 
manded by  the  Company  pursuant  to  our  Charter — the  Charter,  as  you  are 
aware,  expressly  recognising  the  right  of  a  subscriber  to  pay  his  instalments 
in  luorTc  and  labor. 

Some  of  our  friends  West  of  the  mountains  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
second  section  could  be  extended  to  the  French  Broad  River,  and  with  a  view 
to  expedite  the  work,  proposed  to  subscribe  stock  to  the  amount  of  one-third 
the  estimated  cost  from  the  Western  portal  of  the  tunnel  to  that  point,  and 
to  take  the  contract  for  building  the  same  at  the  Engineer's  estimates. 

The  Board  v/ere  of  opinion  that  the  second  section  might  be  extended  to 
the  Western  portal,  or  to  a  point  immediately  East  of  it,  and  tliat  they  had 
no  authority  to  receive  subscriptions  of  stock  for  building  any  part  of  said 
Road  West  of  that  point.  But  in  order  to  have  the  true  terminus  of  the  se- 
cond section  definitively  settled,  and  to  avoid  the  charge  either  of  transcend- 
ing the  limitations  of  our  Charter  on  the  one  hand,  or  of  refusing  to  extend 
said  section  to  its  extreme  limit  on  the  other,  we  submitted  the  whole  mat- 
ter relating  to  the  terminus  to  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvements  for  their 
advice  and  direction. 

That  Board  referred  the  question  to  their  Attorney,  Hon.  B.  F.  Moore,  and 
his  opinion  ably  and  elaborately  prepared  in  writing  was  transmitted  to  us  as 
their  decision,  and  I  herewith  append  the  same  as  part  of  my  Report.  [See 
Appendix.]  It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  that  opinion,  that  Mr.  Moore  sus- 
tains our  Board  in  their  action  upon  all  the  matters  relating  to  the  second 
section  of  the  Road. 

A  corps  of  Engineers  was  organized  for  making  the  surveys  West  of  the 
French  Broad  River,  in  the  direction  of  the  Tennessee  line,  as  soon  after  your 
last  annual  meeting  as  arrangements  could  be  made  for  that  purpose.  The 
Chief  Engineer  has  prosecuted  the  surveys  with  assiduity  and  energy  ;  but 
owing  to  the  length  of  line  and  other  causes  necessarily  requiring  further 
time,  the  final  result,  so  as  to  enable  you  to  make  a  location,  cannot  be  sub- 
mitted at  your  present  meeting.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  Report  of  the 
Chief  Engineer  for  further  particulars  on  tliis  subject 
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I  again  renew  to  you  the  assurance  given  in  my  last  Report,  that  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Road  in  the  department  of  the  transportation,  furnish  every 
reason  for  encouragement. 

The  country  vphich  we  are  now  penetrating  Avith  our  road,  has  been  here- 
tofore so  completely  cut  off  from  communication  with  the  great  marts  of  com- 
merce, that  we  all  anticipated  that  it  would  require  time,  after  full  completion 
of  the  Road,  to  stimulate  sufhcicnt  trade  and  travel  even  to  pay  expenses;  but  the 
unexpected  increase  of  our  receipts,  as  the  Road  advances,  is  alike  creditable 
to  our  people,  as  it  is  cheering  to  us  as  stockholders. 

For  a  detailed  statement  of  the  transportation  department  for  the  past  year, 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  statement  attached  to  Treasurer's  Report. 

I  also  refer  you  to  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  to  the  Report  of 
the  Finance  Committee  for  additional  information  on  the  subject  therein  cm- 
braced. 

I  commend  the  Chief  Engineer  and  his  Associates  to  your  consideration,  as 
continuing  to  deserve  your  confidence,  in  every  respect,  and  again  renew  the 
expression  that  our  Treasurer  merits  your  approbation  for  the  zeal  and  ability 
manifested  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  PEAESON,  President. 


9 

LIST  OF  OFFICERS. 

0 

LIST  of  Officers  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Rail  Road 

Company^  on  the  '^Qth  August^  1860,  with  their  Duties  and 

Com2)ensation. 

NAMES.                       DUTIES.            |     COMPENSATION. 

It.  0.  Pearson, 

President. 

$2,000  per  annum. 

Andekson  Ellis, 

']    Pirectors  on    ( 

Otho  Gillespie, 
Jonas  Cline, 

the  ^cvH 
of  Private 

Mileage. 

John  McDowell, 

Stockholders. 

1 
A,  Henderson, 

■N                                                                                                           y- 

G.  F.  Davidson, 

A.  M.  Powell, 

Directors  on 

^Y.  W.  Avery, 

\-    the])art  of    \ 

Mileage. 

A.  Erwin, 

the  State. 

]Sr.  W.' WooDFEsr, 

W.  H.  Thomas, 

^ 

James  C.  Turner, 

Chief  Engineer. 

$3,000 

R.  F.  SiMONTON, 

Secretary  &  Treas. 

$1250 

10 
TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

0 

R.  F.  SiMONToisr,  Treasurer^  dbc,  in  acH.  with  Western  North 
Carolina  Bail  Road  Convpany  to  SOth  Jtine,  1860 : 

DR. 

To  Balance  in  bands  of  Treasurer  1st  July,  1859, $      9,334  03 

To  Amount  in  hands  of  General  Commiss'rs.  1st.  July,  1859,. .  745  00 

To  amount  received  from  individual  Stockholders, 147,731  15 

To  amount  received  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 350,000  00 

To  amount  received  for  Interest  and  Exchange, G2  62 


$507,872  80 

CR. 

By  Graduation,  as  per  Abstract  No.  1, 200,904  06 

By  Masonry,  as  per  Abstract  No.  2, 39,144  96 

By  Sills,  as  per  Abstract  No.  3, 1,117  62 

By  Salaries,  as  per  Abstract  No.  4, 3,250  00 

By  Depot  and  Station,  as  per  Abstract  No.  5, 8,772  37 

By  Engineering,  as  per  Abstract  No.  6, 10,644  91 

By  Iron,  Chairs,  and  Spikes,  as  per  Abstract  No.  7, 60,192  27 

By  Construction,  as  per  Abstract  No.  8, 14,400  89 

By  Right  of  Way,  as  per  Abstract  No.  9, 744  58 

By  Interest,  Discount  and  Exchange,  as  per  Abstract  No.  10, .  .  9,268  12 

By  Sundry  Accounts,  as  per  Abstract  No.  11, 406  02 

By  Car  and  Engine,  as  per  Abstract  No.  12, 12,004  99 

By  Printing,  as  per  Abstract  No.  13, 342  31 

By  Oflice,  as  per  Abstract  No  14, 35  42 

By  Lime  and  Cement,  as  per  Abstract  No.  15, 769  67 

By  Freight,  as  per  Abstract  No.   10 27,400  60 

By  Bridge  Superstructure,  as  per  Abstract  No.  17, 8,681  32 

By  Mileage  of  Directors,  as  per  Abstract  No.  18, 344  70 

By  Loan  paid  Bank  of  Cape  Fear, 10,000  00 

By  Loan  paid  Gen.  S.  F.  Patterson, l',000  00 

To  Balance  due  from  Treasurer, 98,407  99 

$507,872  80 

Balance  due  as  above, $98,447  99 

Balance  due  on  Transportation, 14,876  84 

Total  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  $113,324  83 

Consisting  of  the  following  items : 

Balance  due  from  General  Commissioners, $      455  00 

Balance  due  from  S.  M.  Wilson,  Pres't.  S.  &R.  R.  Co.    28,930  00 

Balance  due  from  Agents, 1,997  85 

Burke  County  Bonds, 39,100  00 

State  Bonds  in  Bank  Republic,  New  York, 42,000  00 

Cash  in  the  hands  of  Treasurer, 841  98 

$113,324  83 
R.  F.  SIMONTON,  Treas. 
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1859 


ABSTEACT— NO.  1. 


GRADUATION    ACCOUNT. 


Auo;. 

John  Bergin, 

$272  00 

Jan.    L.  A.  Shuford, 

2888  43 

J.  N.  McLelland, 

22  80 

C.  M.  Avery, 

3725  91 

C.  M.  Avery, 

100  00 

William  C.  Erwin, 

47  05 

C.  M.  Avery, 

200  00 

Mar.  Edwin  Falls 

470  .. 

Oct. 

L.  A.  Shuforil, 

1000  00 

Charles  F.  Fisher, 

44,500  .. 

J.  J.  Erwin, 

863  G8 

June  Charles  F.  Fisher, 

110,904  29 

D.  B.  Gaither, 

559  90 

Nov. 

Charles  F.  Fisher, 

35,350  .. 

Total, 

$200,904  06 

ABSTRACT— NO.  2. 

1859 

MASONRY. 

Oct. 

Anderson  Ellis, 

$1000    00 

1860. 

William  F.  McKesson,   2053  71 

Mar.   Anderson  Ellis, 

2104  70 

Nov. 

Charles  F.  Fisher, 

20,000  00 

Murdoch  &  Hunt, 

3600  .. 

Dec. 

Charles  F.  Fisher, 

10,000  00 

May  Murdoch  &  Hunt, 

386  55 

$39,144  96 

ABSTRACT  NO.  3. 

1859 

SILLS. 

Oct. 

Jesse  Gant, 

206  00;  1860. 

William  F.  McKesson,     421  29 1  Feb.    E.  Conner, 

239  33 

John  Davidson 

250  00 

$1117  62 

ABSTRACT— NO.  4. 


R.  C.  Pearson,  President,   , 
R.  F.  Simontou,  Treas,  &c.. 


.$2,000  00 
. . 1250  00 


$3,250  00 


1859 

Aug-. 


ABSTRACT— NO.  5. 


Oct. 


J.  E.  Phillips, 
Pay  Roll,  July, 
Pay  Roll,  August, 
W.  B.  McKorcle, 
M.  B.  McKorcle, 
W.  H.  Tuustal, 
J.  W,  Cocheran, 
Murdoch  &  Raeder, 


AND    STATION   ACCOUNT. 

61  0011859. 
484  25 
135  68 

46  31 

61  50 
150  00 

25  99 
600  00 


Murdoch  &  Co., 
Seagle  &  Kirksey, 
William  Overman, 
Clarke  &  Henderson, 
John  I.  Shaver, 
Pay  Roll,  September, 
Feb.  W.  H.  Tunstal, 


1,721  68 
300  00 
7  50 
675  00 
827  88 
383  88 
300  00 
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John  Verble,                    252  24 

M.  L.  McCorkle, 

338  00 

JohuVerble,                       27  01 

M'ch  M.  L.  JilcCorkle, 

94  39 

W.  A.  Lyerly,                    34  37 

Pay  Roll, 

99  12 

Seag-le  &  Kerksey,           20U  00 

May  Pay  Roll, 

115  25 

■               John  Walton,                    140  00 

June  John  I.  Shaver, 

60  00 

1               M.  L.  [McCorkle,               500  00 

E.  J.  Kirksey, 

300  00 

Seagle  &  Kirksey,              50  00 

W.  H.  Tunstal, 

90  65 

W.  H.  Tunstal,                 749  10 

Jan.    M.  L.  McCorkle,                 51  57 

$8,772  37 

ABSTKACT  NO.  6. 

1859                                                           ENGINEERING. 

Sept.  J.  C.  Turner,                  1,000   . . 

1860. 

W.  A.  Eliason,               1,020   .. 

M'ch  W.  A.  Eliason, 

250   .. 

R.  C.  McAlley,                 642  82 

May,  Jas.  C.  Turner, 

600     . 

Nov.  Jas.  S.  Morrison,              833  33 

June  Jas.  C.  Turner, 

425  76 

18(30. 

Jan.   Jas.  C.  Turner,               5,675  00 

$10,644  91 

W.  A.  Eliason,                 198  00 

ABSTRACT  NO.  7. 

1859.                                                            IRON   ACCOUNT. 

Sept.  Archer  &  Co.,               4,850   .  . 

1860. 

Oct.     J.  T.  Soutter,               29,400   .  . 

Archer  &  Co., 

1,405  27 

1860. 

Morris,  Tanner  &  Co.,  4',45.3  28    1 1 

Jan.    J.  Hopkins  Smith,         2,1G6  01 

M'ch  Great  West.  In.  Co.,        981  60 

660,192  27 

F.  Livic  &  Co.,            16,936  11 

ABSTRACT— NO.  8. 

1859.                                                                  CONSTRUCTION. 

Aug.  J.  F.  Miller,                         17  87 

H.  C.  Simonton, 

10  .. 

E.  Conner,                           48  . . 

Joseph  Weisiger, 

49  94 

J.  McL.  Turner,                  13  95 

Joseph  Weisiger, 

441  <07 

J.  F.  Alexander  &  Co.,      36  53 

John  Walton, 

427  50 

C.  B.  Wood,                       75   . . 

Osborne  G.  Foard, 

13  86 

R.  M.  Morrow,                    12  80 

J.  F.  Alexander  &  Co.         7  12    1 1 

Pay  Eoll,  July,                 246  37 

J.  F.  Miller, 

225   .. 

J.  F.  Alexander  &  Co.        18  33 

C.  L.  Summers, 

238  35 

Edward  Strudwick,          143  85 

C.  L.  Summers, 

10  42 

Sept.  Daniel  Lyerly,                    216  31 

Feb.   Pay  Roll, 

122  30 

^ViUiam  Sellars  &  Co.     1427  33 

Corwin  &  Co., 

58  12 

Love  &.  JkLartin,                 195  74 

Mar.  L.  S.  Aldrich, 

20  .. 

Thomas  Biles,                     15   . . 

E.  Conner, 

85  20 

Pay  lioll,  August,             317   .  . 

W.  H.  Wyatt, 

6  95 

A.  F.  Page,                       180  . . 

Charles  F.  Fisher, 

5,500  .. 

J.  K.  Baughn,                   218  75 

Corwin  &  Co., 

163  62 

William  Travenstrect,           6  40 

May  J.  M.  Lewis, 

20   .. 

1 
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L.  F.  Robinson, 

3  20 

C.  M.  Lowrance, 

63  70 

Oct. 

E.  E.  Phillips, 

23  37 

Frederick  Smith, 

6  52 

E.  J.  Kirksey, 

56  .. 

M.  Harman, 

8  91 

Lyerly  &  Hyde, 

442  37 

Henry  Troutman, 

192  47 

Adams'  Express  Co. 

5  25 

Jacob  Parker, 

172  63 

W.  F.  Owens, 

6  .. 

Pay  Roll, 

365  00 

Pay  Poll,  September, 

299  50 

Peter  Fults, 

26  75 

Pay  Roll,  September 

G2  49 

Peter  Fults, 

21  87 

J.  S.  Morrison, 

43  15 

Peter  Fults, 

56  25 

Pay  Roll,  October, 

G3  05 

P.  L.  Barringer 

236  50 

ISGO 

Otho  Lyerly, 

95  40 

Jau. 

John  Walton, 

365  75 

June.  Jacob  Bostian, 

48  .. 

Thomas  Sleight, 

54  00 

P.  L.  Barringer, 

5  90 

Jacob  Bostian, 

39  13 

Anderson  Ellis, 

15   .. 

A.  Bridges  &  Co., 

95  46 

Jacob  Parker, 

G  80 

William  Treloar, 

4  60 

Sherrill  &  Turner, 

8  67 

A.  &  W.  Myers, 

77  55 

Francis  Biles, 

7  50 

Rheulauder  &  Co.. 

62  62 

John  H.  Dalton, 

23  40 

Daniel  Yerble, 

32  34 

Bringle  &  Davidson 

3  50 

Thomas  E.  Brown, 

56  66 

Pay  Poll,  May,  (Shops,)  044  95 

$14,400  89 

ABSTEAC 

T— NO.  9. 

1859 

RIGUT  OF  WAY. 

Sept. 

Burton  Craige, 
Sheriff  of  Iredell  v.  R. 

300     .  . 

Amanda  Caldwell, 

75   . . 

R.  Company, 

329  58 

$744  OS 

John  C.  Barkley, 

40   .. 

ABSTRACT— KO  10. 

1859.  Interest,  discount  and  exchange. 

Aug.  Discount  one  bond  S.  1^".  Patterson, $15  .  . 

"        two  bonds,  D.  A.  Davis, 60  .  . 

Adams'  Express  on  bonds  to  New  York, 14  .  . 

Discount  four  bonds,  L.  S.  Aldrich, 120  .  . 

five  bonds,  Archer  &  Co., 250  .  . 

Oct.  Interest  paid  Bank  Republic, 140  .  . 

Discount  on  35  bonds,  J.  T.  Soutter  &  Co 1537  50 

"        on  1  bond,  D.  A.  Davis, 15  .  . 

"        fortv-eight,  bonds,  J.  T.  Soutter, 1386  25 

thre'e  bonds,  W.  N.  Edwards, 100  .  . 

Interest  to  Bank  of  Republic,  on  loans, 159  74 

Charles  F.  Fisher,  interest  on  bill, 150  .  . 

Nov.  Discount  on  one  bond  to  L.  Blackmer, 25  .  . 

"        ou  one  bond  to  D.  A.  Davis, 30  .  . 

Jan.  '60    "        on  five  bonds  to  J.  C.  Turner, 150  .  . 

"        on  two  bonds  to  George  Bowers,  • 60  .  . 

"         on  three  bonds  to  John  Wilfong, 60  .  . 

"        on  one  bond  to  W.  N.  Edwards. 20  .  . 

Interest  to  E.  J.  Erwin,  Cashier, 17  16 
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Discount  on  one  bond  to  R.  Lindsay, 30   . . 

"          on  eleven  bonds  to  G.  W.  Mordiche, 385   . . 

Mar.  Interest  on  drafts  by  S.  M.  Wilson, 67  50 

"        to  J.  M.  Andrews, 15  . . 

"         to  E.  J.  Erwin,  Cashier, 41   . . 

"        to  Bank  Republic, 327  74 

93  97 

27G  44 

59  07 

Discount  on  seventy-five  bonds  to  Bank  Republic,   3262  75 

June.      "          on  twenty-five  bonds  to  N.  C.  Rail  Road 500   . . 


9,268  12 


1859. 


ABSTEACT  NO.  11. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ACCOUNT. 


100 


Sept.  B.  F.  Moore,  At'y., 
1860. 

Jan.    Adam's  Express  Co.,  30   . . 

M'ch  B.  S.  Gaither,  At'y.,  200   . . 

AprU  Clerk  Rowan  Sup.  C't,  23  15 

Jonas  Bost.  29  87 


1860. 

May,  Adam's  Express  Co., 

June  E.  W.  Campble, 


15 

8 


$406  02 


1859. 

Sept.  L.  S.  Aldrich, 

Sept.  L.  S.  Aldrich, 

Oct.    R.  Norris  &  SoS, 

1860. 

Jan.    R.  Howard, 


ABSTEACT  1^0.  12. 


CAR  AND  ENGINE  ACCOUNT. 


3,880 

800 

7,000 


10  80 


1800. 

April  G.  E.  Dascomb, 

June  L.  S.  Aldrich, 


288   .. 
26  19 


$12,004  99 


1859. 

Oct.    J.  J.  Bruner, 
1860. 

Feb.    J.  C.  Cannon, 
Daily  Progress, 


ABSTEACT  NO.  13. 

PRINTING   ACCOUNT. 

267  8811860. 

M'ch  T.  W.  Atkin, 
19  25 
12   .. 


43  25 
$342  31 


ABSTEACT  NO.  14. 


1859. 

Sept.  Post  Office  account, 

1860. 

Jan.    J.  H.  Enniss, 


OFFICE   ACCOUNT. 

2  91 
29  51 


1860. 


J.  F.  Alexander  &  Co. 


$35  42 
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ABSTRACT  NO.  15. 


1859. 

Nov.  Fisher  &  Foard, 

18G0. 

Jau.    J.  W.  O'Neal, 

T.  C.  &  B.  G.  Worth, 
M'ch  W.  C.  Whitford, 


LIME    AND    CEMENT. 


215  .. 

174  25 

19  42 

293  48 


1860. 

May  W.  H.  Oliver, 


G7  52 
$769  67 


ABSTEACT  NO.  16. 


1859. 

Au?.  Ral.  &  G.  R.  R.  Co. 


FKEIGHT   ACCOUNT. 
2,000 


Sept.  A.  &  N.  C.  R.  R.  Co.      900  60 


1859. 

Oct.    N.  C.  R.  R.  Co. 


24,500 


$27,400  60 


1859. 


ABSTRACT  NO.  17. 


BRIDGE   SUPERSTRUCTURE. 


Aug.  T.  L.  Donalson, 

300  64 

A.  M.  Walker, 

12   .. 

W.  A.  Lyerly, 

54  24 

Oct.    C.  Clarke, 

11  98 

1860. 

Jan.    Joseph  Wiseiger, 

28  68 

T.  L.  Donalson, 

142  50 

D.  Renno, 

3,304  97 

M'ch  A.  A.  N.  M.  Taylor, 

120  90 

1860. 


Pusey,  Jones  &  Betts,  2,000 


Betts  &  Seal, 
T.  L.  Donalson, 
D.  Renno, 

May  D.  Renno, 

June  D.  Renno, 


1,000  .. 
100  .. 
800  .. 
600  .. 
305  41 


$8,681 


.'',9 


1859. 


ABSTRACT  NO.  18. 


MILEAGE   OF   DIRECTORS. 


Aug.  Directors, 

60  10 

1860 

Oct.         do. 

88  60 

May 

Nov.        do. 

80  60 

1860. 

Feb.         do. 

52  40 

do. 


63  .. 

$344  70 
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R.  F,  SniONTON,  Treasurer^  in  acH.  with  Western  North  Car- 
olina Hail  Road  Company : 

July  1859,  To  Balance,  $13,131  07 

July  ISGO,  To  Freight  and  Passengers,  36,237  61 

Post  Office  Department"^  1,247  64 


$50,616  32 

CR. 

(A)  By  Transportation  Account, 

$13,916  24 

(B) 

Supplies, 

2,806 

08 

(C) 

Eepairs, 

4,153 

84 

(D) 

Wood, 

1,931 

00 

(E) 

Sundry, 

126  09 

(10 

Loss  and  Damage, 

152 

16 

Amount  paid  other  Roads, 

12,654  07 

35,739 

48 

To  Balance,  (see  ac't.  current,  page  8,) 

14,876  84  $50,016  32 

TRANSPORTATION  ACCOUNT. 

(A) 

1859- 

-July,  Pay  Eoll,  July, 
Aug.  Pay  Roll,  August, 

R.  A.  Caldwell,  Jr.,  negro  hire, 
Sept.  Pay  Roll,  September, 

Pay  Roll,  Wood  Train, 

Marshal  Pinkstou, 
Oct.    Pay  Roll,  October, 

D.  D.  Dougherty, 

David  Waddle,  house  rent, 

Kesbit  &  Cample,  Med.  Bill, 
Dec.  Davidson  &  Bringle, 

Pay  Roll,  November, 

237  16 
222  53 
140  OQ 
235  30 

67  50 
20  00 

216  55 

4  55 

45  00 

68  00 
81  86 

264  45 

1860- 

-Jan.    Pay  Roll,  December, 

Pay  Roll,  January, 

d!  S.  Brown, 

Negro  hire  for  1859, 

Thomas  A.  Allison,  negro  hire, 
M'ch  Pay  Roll,  February, 
April  Pay  Roll,  ^larch, 

J.  T.  Heltebran, 

J.  W.  Rudolph, 

299  00 

520  22 

347  00 

6,330  64 

40  00 

465  00 

1,594  07 

10  35 

5  90 

June  Jos.  E.  Todd,  negro  hire. 

225  00 

Mrs.  Pearson,  negro  hire, 

250  00 

Pay  Roll,  April, 

658  90 

Pay  Roll,  May, 

770  16 

Pay  Roll,  June, 

725  65 

T.  A.  Allison, 

71  45 

113,916  24 
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SUPPLIES.    (B) 


1859 — July,  John  Lyerly, 

Love  &  Martin,  bacoD, 
Samuel  Knox,  corn, 
Thos.  J.  Armstrong-,  corn, 
John  Foster,  corn, 

Oct.    Wm.  S.  Cason, 

Thos.  H.  McRorie, 
Samuel  Luckey,  corn, 
Beard  &;  Bro.,  Groceries, 
Love  &  Martin,  bacon, 

Dec.   Love  &  ilartiu,  bacon, 
1860 — Feb.  S.  A.  Sharpe,  bacon, 
L.  A.  Shufbrd,  corn, 
Theophilus  A.  Allison,  corn, 
S.  A.  Sharpe,  bacon, 
Thos.  Crawford, 
Love  &  Martin,  bacon, 

M'ch  Thos.  A.  Allison,  corn. 
Love  &  Martin,  bacon, 
A.  K.  Simonton,  corn, 
Wm.  M.  Walser, 
A.  V.  Sullivan,  tobacco, 
J.  E.  Adams,  clothing, 
J.  S.  ^Morrison,  clothing, 
Mrs.  Worthingtou,  bacon, 
L.  C.  Harman,  bacon, 
Love  &  Martin,  bacon, 
P.  L.  Yount,  bacon, 
J.  M.  Worth,  clothing 
T.  A.  Allison,  corn, 

June  Love  &  Martin, 
J.  F.  Alexander, 
C.  M.  &  G-.  Lines. 
Beard  &  Bro. 


EEPAIRS.    (C) 


1859 — July,  Wilford  Turner,  waste, 

W.  B.  Grraut,  waste, 
Oct.    Wilford  Turner,  waste, 

J.  H.  Crawford, 

T.  A.  Alhsou, 

Pay  Roll, 
Dec.    W.  H.  Wyatt,  oil, 

W.  C.  Robinson,  oil, 
1860— Jan.    Pay  Roll,  November, 

Pay  Roll,  December, 
Feb.  C.  Bathoury  &  Co., 

Pay  Roll,  January, 

Mich.  Klutts, 


87  25 

154 

81 

132 

75 

107 

55 

87 

75 

4  50 

70 

85 

00 

16 

06 

167 

04 

166 

75 

9 

50 

62 

15 

212 

80 

4 

65 

10  00 

128  43 

121 

87 

249 

33 

68 

00 

17 

34 

34  40 

55 

75 

28 

12 

5 

28 

4 

00 

160 

76 

7 

50 

40 

00 

143 

00 

314 

16 

10,00 

90 

00 

18 

88 

$2,806  08 

15 

36 

8 

64 

9 

76 

42 

10 

311 

10 

319 

67 

45 

85 

140 

10 

317 

50 

323 

10 

50  40 

251 

12 

9  00 

18 

Pay  Roll,  Shops, 

503  95 

April  Wilford  Turner,  waste, 

10  80 

Pay  Roll,  Shops,  Februar}--, 

51G  51 

Pay  Roll,  Shops,  March, 

634  23 

May  Pay  Roll,  Shops,  April, 

619  45 

R.  F.  Simouton,  Leather, 

8  75 

June  Alexander  Clarke,  waste, 

14  80 

$4,153  84 

WOOD  ACCOUNT.    (D) 

1859 — July,  Joseph  Barkley, 

23  .. 

J.  F.  Chambers, 

194  .. 

H.  L.  Love, 

160  .. 

W.  W.  White, 

39  .. 

Paul  Post, 

13   .. 

Thos.  A.  Freeland, 

49  25 

John  C.  Barklev, 

63   .. 

P.  B.  Chambers, 

137   .. 

Nov.  John  Steele, 

25  .. 

Archibald  Hoover, 

180  50 

Dec.    Archibald  Hoover, 

268  .. 

David  Waddle, 

40  .. 

0.  a  Foard, 

141   .. 

Wm.  Walker, 

23   .. 

Christy  Graham, 

11   .. 

John  Steele, 

23   ... 

M.  A.  Agnue, 

34  .. 

Burgis  Cranford, 

8  50 

Wm.  Campbell, 

35  .. 

1860 — Jan.    Franklin  Moore, 

5  .. 

Levi  Prowles, 

13   .. 

M'ch  Milus  Edwin, 

27  50 

Charles  Wise, 

27  50 

ilay  Henderson  Sherrill, 

100  .. 

Wm.  Walker, 

38  .. 

June  A.  P.  Barkley, 

5  . . 

C.  -Clarke, 

11   .. 

J.  M.  Lewis, 

178  .. 

A.  Hoover, 

30  75 

A.  J.  Barber, 

22  .. 

$1,931  00 

SUNDRY  ACCOUNTS.    (E) 

I860 — Jan.    Salisbuiy  Gas  Company, 

3  .. 

Salisbury  Gas  Company, 

1  20 

W.  A.  Eliason,  Sundries, 

SS  09 

M'ch  W.  A.  Eliason,  Sundries, 

29   .. 

Salisbury  Gas  Company. 

1 

4  SO 

$126  09 

,  ,.  .                                                        , 
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LOSS,  DAMAGE,  AND  STOCK  KILLED. 

(F) 

1859— July, 

Rush  Chambers,  cow  iillecl, 

13  80 

Oct. 

Thos.  H.  ]\IcRorie,  over  charged, 

15  75 

Dec. 

Henry  Lents,  hog  killed, 
Wm.  Walker,  hog  killed, 

7  50 
2  50 

1860— Jan. 

John  C.  Barkley,  hog  killed, 

4  40 

Feb. 

M.  Brown,  over  charged, 
Mary  Minor,  hog  killed, 
Thomas  Crawford,  hog  killed. 

11  65 

6  .. 

10  .. 

Apri 

Alexander  Clarke,  goods  lost, 
Miss  C.  Beard,  cow  killed, 
Burgis  Cranford,  cow  killed, 

25   .. 
20  .. 
10  .. 

May 

E.  K.  Gilliland,  cow  killed, 

J.  Harper  &  Son,  over  charged, 

14  .. 
1  56 

June  R.  S.  Cook, 

5  .. 

$152  16 

1     Western  JV.  C.  E.  E.  Co., 

In  account  with  X  C. 

TuENEK,  6%y,  Eng^r. 

To  balance 

due  from  acct.  current  of  59,  '60 

5 

$2495  65 

July,  1860. 

R.  C.  McAlla,  Principal  Ass't., 

$229 

15 

a 

Thad.  Coleman,             Ass't., 

210 

00 

(( 

J.  W.  Wilson, 

950 

00 

a 

41                   "                                                         M 

267 

00 

(1 

S.  S.  Kirkland,                   " 

798 

00 

(1 

J.  Calder  Turner,               *' 

750 

00 

K 

"                 u                                   « 

72 

50 

u 

Thos.  J.  Armstrong,           " 

86 

67 

a 

■S.  S.  Kirkland, 

475 

50 

a 

S.  S.  Kirkland, 

673 

50 

u 

Salary  as  Ch'f.  Eng.  to  date, 

3,000 

00 

$7,512  32 
^10,007  97 

Sept.  1859. 

By  Cash  from  Treasurer, 

^1,000  00 

Jan.  1860. 

u                   u             (( 

5,675 

00 

May,     " 

((                 a            u 

600 

00 

June,    " 

«(                  ((             a 

425 

76 

u           u 

"     Balance  due, 

2,307 

21  $10,007  97   1 1 

J.  C.  TURNER,  Chief" 

Sngine^sr. 

1 
— 1 
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EEPORT  OF  THE  FIKAKCE  COMMITTEE. 


Western  Nortli  Carolina  Rail  Road^  \ 
Statesville,  July  1,  1860.      \ 

The  undersigned,  appointed  by  the  Stockholders  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Rail  Eoad  Company,  at  ^leir  last  Annual  Meeting,  a  Committee  of 
Finance,  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  and  report  thereon,  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  foregoing  statement  and  account  current,  which  em-  ~ 
braces  the  entire  financial  operation  of  the  office  for  the  past  year,  and  which 
statement  and  account  current  corresponds  with  the  books  and  accounts  kept 
by  tlie  Treasurer.  All  of  which  payments  your  committee  are  satisfied  are 
warranted  and  sustained  by  proper  vouchers,  on  file  in  his  ofiice. 
Respectfully  presented, 

C.  A.  CARLTON, 
M.  F.  FREELAND, 
A.  W.  JAMISON. 


A.   DETAILED    ST^TEME^T 

Of  Transportation,  Receipts  and  Disbursements  on  the  WESTER]^  NORTH  CAROLINA  RAIL  ROAD, /or  the  Fiscal  Year  endinri  Jitlij  l.s<,  1860. 
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103  05 
61  84 
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1045  971 
357  81 
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1 14  25 
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636  05: 


698  21 
762  41 
891  08 


745  711 
904  661 
1017  83 


To  this  sum  may  be  adiled  amount  received  from  Transportation  of  the  United  States  Mail,  July,  1859,  to  July,  18G0, 

Total  Receipts  from  all  sources. 
Amount  of  Freight  collected  for  North  Carolina  Rail  Road  Company,  included  in  above, 

'■  ■'  "  by  North  Carolina  Rail  Road  Company,  due  Western  North  Carolina  Rail  Road  Company', 

Balance  due  North  Carolina  Rail  Road  Company, 
Amount  of  Disbursements  on  account  of  Transportation  as  per  accounts  herewitli  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  E  and  F, 
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613,145  47 
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Balance  due,  being  nett  earnings  on  Transportation  Department,  to  date, 

s  than  would  otherwise  appear  if  a  large  quaotity  of  wood  and  other  supplies  Hiarged  to  this  Department  were  not  on  hand,  but  may  be  again  reduced  by  the  settlenieDt  of 
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f36237  01 
2.600  00 
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CHIEF  ENGINEER'S  REPORT. 


CHIEF  ENGINEER'S  OFFICE,  ) 

Salisbury,  August  30th,  1860.      f 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Rail  Road: 

GEXTLEirEN 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  brief  report  of  the  progress,  condi- 
tion and  prospects  of  the  Road,  so  far  as  the  departments  under  my  direction 
will  shew  them.  And  for  convenient  ntCM|Bnce  and  consideration,  I  will  pre- 
sent it  under  the  general  head  of  the  iirsWnd  second  Sections. 

FIRST  SECTION. 

The  last  Annual  Meeting  of  Stockholders  found  us  with  the  track  laid  to 
the  Catawba  River  37.5  miles.  The  cars  are  now  running  to  a  point  about 
two  miles  from  Icard's  Station,  which  place  we  shall  reach  in  a  short  time, 
when  we  will  be  eleven  miles  East  of  ilorganton,  the  Western  terminus  of 
the  first  section.  The  contract  time  for  the  completion  of  the  second  division 
of  the  first  section,  is  January,  1861;  but  we  already  have  about  one  half  the 
division  completed  and  in  our  use;  and  on  the  remainder  there  is  a  large  and  ac- 
tive force  employed.  The  masonry  is  nearly  all  completed,  except  one  arch  cul- 
vert and  the  Hunting  Creek  Viaduct,  both  of  which  are  in  a  fair  state  of  for- 
wardness, so  that  of  the  $390,000  worth  of  grading,  masonry  and  cross-ties,  on 
this  division,  there  remains  to  be  done  only  one-fourth  of  that  amount;  an  ev- 
idence to  us  that  although  this  work  was,  in  the  beginning,  commenced  under 
embarrassing  circumstances,  we  have  good  reason  to  hope  that  it  will  be  so 
vigorously  prosecuted  as  to  enable  us  to  run  to  Morganton  soon  after  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Contracts  and  other  arrangements  have  been  made,  to  build  station  houses 
at  Icard's  and  Morganton;  and  section  houses,  at  such  points  as  they  may  be 
needed,  which  will  complete  the  number  of  such  buildings  on  the  first  section. 
In  addition  to  this,  nearly  enough  iron  for  the  remainder  of  the  section  has, 
not  only  been  purchased,  but  is  on  the  road  ready  for  use. 
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The  first  section  of  the  road  thus  completed,  ■will  be  sub-divided  into  sections 
of  ten  or  twelve  miles  in  length,  and  put  under  the  supervision  of  Section 
Masters,  with  a  small  force  to  keep  them  in  proper  repair.  These  Section  Masters 
and  their  men  will  be  furnished  with  suitable  houses  for  their  protection. 
These  have  all  been  built,  except  at  three  points,  which  we  will  have  done  at 
an  early  day. 

The  Catawba  Eiver  Bridge  has  been  completed,  notwithstanding  the  many 
prejudicial  reports  to  the  contrary,  and  I  challenge  a  comparison  Avith  any 
other  bridge  in  the  Union,  of  similar  construction,  either  for  stability,  work- 
manship, architectural  skill  or  symmetrical  proportion.  The  three  wooden 
bridges  over  Second,  Third  and  Buffalo  Shoal  Creeks,  were  not  faithfully 
built  and  will  need  some  repairs.  The  stone  Viaducts  over  First,  Third  and 
ilacklin's  Creeks,  have  answered  a  good  purpose,  and  have  thus  far  met  our 
entire  expectation. 

The  road  has  been,  thus  far,  well  built;  yet  at  a  few  pomts  we  have  had  to 
use  ballasting  to  make  more  permanent  and  secure  the  track,  which,  although 
generally  very  smooth  and  substantial,  may  be  rendered  more  so  by  ballast- 
ing, the  great  neglect  of  which,  on  southern  roads,  I  regard  as  highly  prejudi- 
cial to  economy  and  good  management. 

The  track  is  generally  in  a  go^^tate  of  repair,  and  is  becoming  better  as 
the  embankments  become  older  Wm  consequently  more  settled  and  perma- 
nent. The  Section  Masters,  with  their  small  force,  have  been  enabled  to  keep, 
it  in  good  order,  with  the  occasional  aid  of  the  ditching  force.  And  while  on 
this  subject  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  that  the  position  of  Section  Master  is 
one  of  far  more  importance  than  is  generally  attributed  to  that  place,  for  upon 
his  judgment  the  safety  of  the  trains  often  depends.  It  is  therefore  not  sufficient 
for  the  man  to  be  willing  to  do  his  duty,  but  is  equally  important  that  he 
shall  know  how  to  do  it.  He  should  therefore  not  only  have  experience,  but 
skill   enough  to  guide  him  when  and  where  noi  to  work,  as  well  as  to  work. 

The  Car  Shop,  built  on  the  Company's  land  at  Salisbury,  together  with 
the  tools,  has,  by  your  authority,  been  purchased,  and  with  some  alterations, 
together  with  the  addition  of  a  smith  shop  and  foundry  as  now  built,  we  shall 
be  enabled  not  only  to  build  our  own  cars,  but  to  do  all  repairs  to  the  rolling 
stock  and  machinery  of  our  road. 

Since  the  Car  Shop  has  been  the  property  of  the  Company,  we  have  not 
only  done  such  repairs  as  were  necessary,  but  have  done  all  the  iron  work  for 
the  road,  such  as  Frogs,  Switches,  Bolts,  &c.,  &c.,  and  built  two  new  baggage 
cars,  and  will,  in  a  few  days,  turn  out  five  new  box  cars,  as  well  as  to  material- 
ly aid  in  fitting  up  the  new  buildings. 

This  sllbp  will  be  found  a  great  convenience,  as  well  as  an  indispensable  re- 
quisite for  a  well  built  and  properly  equipped  first-class  road. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  passenger  shed,  the  joint  property  of  this 
and  the  North  Carolina  Rail  Eoad  Company,  was,  during  the  summer,  blown 
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down  by  a  tornado.  I  am  glad,  however,  to  inform  you  that  it  was  so  well 
bound  together,  that  although  thrown  down,  the  greater  portion  of  the 
material  was  preserved  and  can  be  used  in  rebuilding.  The  destroyer  also 
unroofed  entirely  the  one-ninth  part  or  section  of  the  engine  house,  leaving 
the  remainder  entirely  unharmed.  This  damage  has  been  repaired.  It  is  with 
much  pleasure  that  I  can  announce  to  you  that  no  accident  of  serious  impor- 
tance has  occurred  on  the  road. 

The  transportation,  construction  and  repairs  of  the  road,  have  all  been  done 
with  four  locomotives. 

The  passenger  trains  have  carried  the  freight  generally.  But  occasionally, 
the  Nantihala,  in  addition  to  the  transportation  of  iron  and  other  material  for 
construction,  has  carried  freight  also.  Whilst  the  Salisbury  has  been  employ- 
ed with  a  ditching  train  when  not  employed  with  the  track-layers. 

The  road  has  now  attained  such  length  as  to  justify  a  different  arrangement 
for  transportation,  Avhich  I  believe  will  be  less  expensive,  and  at  the  same 
time  accommodate  all  parties.  The  amount  of  transportation,  of  both  passen- 
gers and  freight,  over  the  road  is  very  encouraging;  for  whilst  the  expense  of 
operating  a  line  of  road  of  indefinite  length  is  more  in  proportion  than  one  of 
fixed  termini,  the  receipts  of  our  road  have  been  commensurate  with  its  ex- 
tended length, — a  further  verification  of  the  theory,  that  as  the  facilities  for 
freight  and  travel  are  offered,  so  will  theAeight  and  travel  be  increased. 

That  we  have  thuc  far  been  very  forffliate  in  operating  the  road  is  cause 
for  congratulation.  But  it  is  mainly  attributable,  so  far  as  human  agency  is 
concerned,  not  only  to  the  constant  vigilance  of  the  supervising  authority,  but 
to  the  employment  of  competent  and  faithful  men.  And  I  take  this  occasion 
to  commend  those  in  our  service,  a  list  of  whom  is  herewith  appended,  to 
your  favorable  consideration,  and  I  should  be  wanting  in  duty  did  I  not  ac- 
knowledge valuable  aid  from  Mr.  L.  S.  Aldrich,  who  has  been  acting  Master 
Mechanic  since  the  first  of  the  year. 

THE  SECOND  SECTION 
Of  the  road  shall  now  be  presented  for  your  consideration,  and  it  is  with 
no  small  degree  of  pride  and  satisfaction  I  do  so;  for  at  the  last  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  Stockholders,  the  idea  of  having  the  stock  subscribed  for  building  the 
second  section,  including  the  passage  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  then  having  it 
under  contract  at  this  time,  was  looked  upon  by  many,  and  I  fear  hoped  by 
some,  to  be  chimerical,  and  to  exist  only  in  the  imagination.  Yet,  gentlemen, 
as  you  know,  it  is  now  a  fixed  fact;  and  I  am  happy  to  still  further  inform  you 
that  nearly  all  the  contractors  have  commenced  work,  and  that  a  large  and 
respectable  force  is  now  engaged  between  Morganton  and  the  Western  portal 
of  the  Swananoa  Tunnel,  pushing  forward  this  great  State  improvement,  and 
nearly  one  hundred  hands  are  now  preparing,  under  the  control  of  experienced 
and  skillful  contractors,  to  push  through  the  mountains  the  subterranean  parts 
of  the  road.     Of  the  other  contractors,  they  are  gentlemen  of  your  own  State, 
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well  known  to  you  as  faithful,  enteriorising,  energentic  and  reliable.  This 
commencement  of  their  labors  is  alike  creditable  to  themselves,  as  it  must  be 
gratifying  to  you;  for  although  much  time  and  money  has  been  spent  in  mere- 
ly jDrepariug  for  work,  they  are  already  entitled  to  estimates  for  about  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  ($00,000,)  in  payment  of  their  stock.  That  you  may  report 
the  facts  to  the  stockholders,  as  well  as  other  friends  of  the  road,  I  will  here 
submit  the  estimates  upon  which  the  work  has  been  let  to  contract.  The  first 
Division,  extending  from  Morganton  to  Station  1770,  West  of  "  Old  Fort," 
33.5  miles  long,  is  estimated  at  nine  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety-three  dollars,  as  follows; 

Graduation  and  Masonry, $  472,045  81 

20  per  cent,  added  for  contingencies, 94,409  16 

Iron,  Chairs  and  Spikes, 228,106  78 

Laying  Superstructure, 17,330   .  . 

Cross-ties, 30,500  . . 

Engineering  and  Superintendence, 35,520  . . 

Land  damages, 5,000  . . 

Equipment,  including  Wells,  Wood  and  Water  Stations,  Ware- 
houses and  Repair  Shops, 78,721  43 


Total  estimate  of  First  Division, .  J^  . .' !?959,693  18 

The  Second  Division  of  the  second  section  extends  from  Station  1770  to  the 
Western  portal  of  the  Swananoa  Tunnel,  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  and  is  esti- 
mated at  one  million  three  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars,  as  follows: 

Graduation  and  Masonry,  Bridge  Superstructure  and  Tunnel- 
ing,   $1,049,000 

20  per  cent,  added  for  contingencies, 209,800 

L-on  and  other  material  for  superstructure,  including  the  lay- 
ing down  of  the  same, 80,000 

Engineering  and  general  Superintendence, 15,000 

Equipment,  including  Wells,  Wood  and  Water  Stations,  Ware- 
houses and  Eepair  Shops, 40,000 


Total  estimate  of  Second  Division, $1,393,800 

Add  cost  of  First  Division, 959,693 


Total  cost  of  Second  Section, $2,-353,493  00 

Estimated  cost  of  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  Western  North  Caro- 
lina Rail  Road,  from  Salisbury  to  the  Western  portal  of  the  Swananoa  Tun- 
nel, a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  miles,  including  the  Newton 
Branch,  at  Avhich  estimate  a  part  has  been  built  and  the  remainder  let  to  con- 
tract : 
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Cost  of  first  section  of  78.5  miles,  from  Salisbuiy  to  Morgauton,  $1,858,182 
Cost  of  second  section,  of  43.5  miles,  from  Morganton  to  the  Wes- 
tern portal  of  the  Swananoa  Tunnel, . . . , 2,353,493 


Total  cost  of  first  and  second  sections, $4,211,675 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  miles  of  road  built  and  equipped,  for  the  sum 
of  four  million,  two  hundred  and  eleven  thousand,  six  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars ;  of  which  one  hundred  and  twelve  miles  cost  a  fraction  over  twen- 
ty-five thousand  dollars  a  mile,  whilst  the  ten  miles  in  the  passage  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  cost  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  per  mile. 

Gentlemen,  these  are  the  facts  as  well  as  the  figures,  and  have  you  not 
great  cause  of  congratulation  at  the  result.  For  many  will  recollect  that  some 
of  the  best  friends  of  the  road  and  most  ardent  admirers  of  the  scheme,  pro- 
claimed and  believed,  that  the  Blue  Piidge  could  not  be  passed  for  a  sum  less 
than  ten  million  dollars ;  yet  for  a  sum  less  than  the  one-half,  it  has  been  put 
under  contract  to  energetic  and  responsible  contractors.  And  now,  may  I  be 
permitted  to  add,  that  in  the  accomphshment  of  this  great  result,  you  have 
had  the  undivided  efforts  of  whatever  of  industry,  energy  or  ability  I  possess- 
ed. Thus  we  pass  into  the  county  of  Buncombe,  to  a  point  about  eighteen 
miles  East  of  the  French  Broad  river.  This  part  of  the  line  has  not  yet  been 
definitively  located.  But  the  information  I  have  enables  me  to  say,  that  four 
hundred  and  nine  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  will  build, 
equip  and  complete  the  road  to  the  French  Broad  river  near  Asheville,  mak- 
ing, in  all,  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  of  road  at  a  cost  of  four  million,  six 
hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars.  From  this  point  it 
remains  yet  to  be  determined,  whether  you  will  extend  the  road  down  the 
French  Broad  river  to  Paint  Rock,  and  thence  to  Morristown,  or  westward 
through  Haywood,  Jackson,  Macon  and  Cherokee. 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  amended  Charter,  and  under  your  au- 
thority, I  organised  a  corps  of  Engineers  to  make  the  survey  West  of  Ashe- 
ville contemplated  by  that  amendment.  They  have  been  assiduously  and  dili- 
gently engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  that  duty  since  the  first  of  November 
last.  Sufficient  information  has  been  already  had  to  determine  the  practicabiUty 
of  the  road  from  Asheville  to  Ducktown,  as  well  as  from  Asheville  to  Paint 
Eock ;  but  not  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  present  such  a  report  as  you  might 
expect  from  the  importanee  of  the  subject.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  survey  and  location  will  be  completed  in  time  to  present  it  for  your 
consideration  and  action  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature. 

In  conclusion :  for  the  past  year  1  have  dispensed  with  the  services  of  a 
Principal  Assistant  Engineer  upon  construction,  and  although  I  have  had  the 
supervision  of  transportation,  location,  construction  and  repairs,  it  affords  me 
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great  pleasure  to  add,  that  I  have  been  materially  and  efficiently  aided  by  an 
intelligent  and  reliable  corps  of  resident  Engineers  and  Superintendents. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  C.  TURNER, 

Chief  Engineer,  W.  N.  C.  R.  E. 


m. 


LIST  OF  ENGINEEES  AND  ASSISTANTS, 


Employed  on  the  Western  Worth  Carolina  Bail  Road^  Au- 
gust mth,  1860. 


FIRST    SECTION. 


S.  S.  Kirkland,  Resident  Engineer, 

Allowance  for  horse  and  buggy. 
T.  G.  AVilliamson,  Assistant  Engineer, 


SECOND    SECTION. 


W.  A.  Eliason,  Resident  Engineer, 
Allowance  for  horse  and  buggy. 

J.  W.  "Wilson,  Resident  Engineer, 
Allowance  for  horse  and  buggy. 


$1000  00 
720  00 

$1200  00 
$1000  00 
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A  LIST  OF  OFFICEES  OF  TRANSPOETATION, 

Now  ill  the  service  of  the   Conipamj^  lolth  their  duties  and 
coiivpensation. 


Jarnes  C.  Turner,  General  Superintendent,' 
J.  McL.  Turner,  Assistant  Superintendent, 
John  A.  Weirman,  Agent  at  Salisbury, 


T.  A.  Allison, 

do. 

Third  C]-eek, 

J.  F.  Alexander, 

do. 

Statesville, 

G.  M.  Sherrill, 

do. 

Catawba, 

T.  A.  IJradburn, 

do. 

Xewton, 

A.  L.  Sliuford, 

do. 

Hickory  Tavern 

W.  C.  Coughenhonr,  Conductor,  P.  Train, 
W.  Aldrich,  Engineer,  $75  per  month, 
B.  Marsh,  do.         do. 

A.  E.  Eich,         do.        do. 


8500 

00 

600 

00 

250 

00 

450 

00 

250 

00 

450 

00 

250 

00 

450 

00 

900 

00 

900 

00 

900 

00 
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TABLE  OF  VIADUCTS, 

ArcJi  Culverts  and  Bridges^  on  the  First  Division  of  the 
Second  Section,  Western  North  Carolina  Rail  Road. 


Distance 

Name,  of  Stream. 

from  Mor- 

Length 

Height  of 

^ 

gayiton  in 

of  span 

grade  above 

Plan  of  Structure. 

miles. 

in  feet. 

water  infect. 

1 

Silver  Creek, !....  P.37.. 

..50.. 

....18.... 

Viaduct. 

2 

Reedy  Creek, 

...  8.90.. 

..10.. 

....46.... 

Arch  Culvert. 

?. 

Muddy  Creek, 

...  9.92.. 

..50.. 

....30.... 

Viaduct. 

4 

Sbadrick's  Creek,. . 

..  11.70.. 

..14.. 

....24.... 

Arch  Culvert. 

5 

u                  u             j 

,.  12.48.. 

..10.. 

....21.... 

a            11 

fi 

ic                   u 

..  12.C9.. 

..10.. 

....18.... 

u          u 

7 

Big  Nick's  Creek,  . 

..  23.33.. 

..14.. 

....48.... 

a           u 

<S 

11                    u 

..23.48.. 

..14.. 

...:85.... 

U                It 

0 

(.'.                     u 

..  23.58.. 

..14.. 

....30.... 

11            i: 

10 

Osborne's  Creek, . . 

. .  25.57. . 

,.   8.. 

....22.... 

l(               u 

n 

Catawba  River, .  . . 

..  27.24.. 

..60.. 

....26.... 

Viaduct. 

VI 

Cane  Creek, 

..  28.35.. 

..14.. 

....40.... 

Arch  Culvert. 

18 

U                 11 

.  .  28.64.  . 

..   9.. 

....33.... 

11         11 

14 

11           11 

..  29.83.. 

..   8.. 

....32.... 

11         11 

15 

iSTewbury's  Fork, . . 

. .  30.83 . . 

..60.. 

....18.... 

Viaduct. 

in 

Mill  Creek, 

..  32.63.. 

..50.. 

....13.... 

Girder. 

17 

(1               u 

1 

.  .  33.24. . 

..50.. 

....10.... 

11 

30 


TABLE 


Of  Ilechanical  Structures  on  the  Second  Division^  Second 
Section,  Western  North,  Carolina  Rail  Road. 


1  s     «■ 

"J^ 

•va 

■sa 

Name 

of  Etrmm.            S  |  g 

No.  of  spans  & 
length  in  feet 

Third  crossino-  of  Mill  Creek,       9.56  Stone  Yiad't 

100 

34 

1  of  50 

4th 

9.49 

u           u 

100 

27 

lof  50 

5th       " 

(( 

9.34 

(<               u 

no 

23 

1  of  50      ^ 

6th 

K 

9.11 

u           u 

no 

23 

lof  60 

7th       " 

(f 

9.02 

<(           tl 

no 

23 

lof  50 

8th       " 

It 

8.73 

li             u 

no 

22 

lof  50 

9th       " 

U 

6.51 

11             u 

170 

41 

1  of  50  ) 

2  of  34  f 

First 

Lono^  Branch, 

6.17 

Arch  Culv't 

72 

20 

10  feet 

10th 

of  Mill  Creek, 

5.98 

Stone  Viad't 

86 

28 

lof  00 

11th       " 

(f 

5.491     "        "    • 

425 

132 

5  of  60 

2nd 

Loner  Branch, 

5.2  6  Iron  Bridge, 

349 

105 

2  of  150 

12th 

of  Jkiill  Creek, 

4.83  i     " 

545 

90 

4  of  125 

13th       " 

u 

4.15  Stone  Viad't 

78 

24 

lof  30 

14th       " 

tl 

3.44      " 

290 

88 

1  of  60  ) 
4  of  40 ) 

3rd       " 

Long  Branch, 

2.18  Arch  Culv't 

204 

64 

8  feet 
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TABLE 

Shoioing  the  distances  and  levels  ahove  tide^  of  all  the lYPomi- 
nent  'points  from  SalisbuTy^  to  the  Swananoa  Tunnell. 


i'^. 


o    s;    aj      S    ?~  iS    S 


fc;Cb 


Salisbury,   

Summit  between  2nd  and  3rd  Creeks, .  . .  , 

Third  Creek, 

Statesville, , 

Summit  between  Back  and  Clark's  Creek, 

CataAvba  River, , 

Newton, 

Connelly's  Gap, , 

Hunting  Creek, 

Morganton, 

Silver  Creek, 

Muddy  Creek, 

Still  Hpuse  Gap, 

ifarion, 

Opposite  Carson's, 

Summit  between  Cane  Creek  and  New 

bury's  Fork, 

Point  Tunnel, 

Mill  Creek,  fourth  Crossing, 

Mill  Creek,     11th       "         

Birch  Ridge  Tunnel, 

Mill  Creek,  14th  Crossing, 

Lick  Log  Tunnel, 

Big  Bridge  Tunnel, 

Burgin  Tunnel, 

Swananoa  Tunnel, 


13.29 
1458 
25.32 
29.90 
37.12 
49.00 
63.78 
73.27 
75.65 
78.05 
85.65 
91.35 
96.35 
101.64 

105.75 
100.62 
109.66 
113.66 
115.40 
115.71 
117.52 
117.75 
118.00 
119.15 


13.29 
1.29 

10.74 
4.58 
7.22 

11.78 

14.78 
9.49 
2.38 
2.40 
7.60 
5.70 
5.00 
5.30 

4.10 
3.87 
0.04 
4.00 
1.74 
0.31 
1.81 
0.23 
0.25 
1.15 


7.61 

8.27 

7.12 

9.40 

9.581 

7.62! 

10.21 

12.69 

10.30 

11.40 

10.22 

10.90 

13.55 

14.25 

12.84 

15.10 
16.22 
15.10 
17.95 
22.20 
20.50 
24.43 
25.67 
24.95 
26.58 


7.60 

8.07 

7.44 

9.36 

9.10 

8.1U 

10.21 

12.40 

10.94 

11.35 

10.37 

11.04 

13.05 

14.05 

12.85 

14.52 
15.26 
15.30 
19.27 
21.13 
21.25 
23.37 
2.3.63 
23.89 
25.10 
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APPEKDIX. 


RALEIGH,  Dec.  3rd,  18.j!). 

To  His  Excellency,  Gov.  Ellis  : — Sir  :  I  have  carefully  considered  the 
question  presented  for  my  opinion  in  your  letter  of  30th  ult.,  as  to  the  power 
of  the  Directors  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Railroad  Company  to  let  cer- 
tain parts  of  their  road  at  this  time,  &c.  The  question,  as  stated  by  ycu,  is 
as  follows : 

"  Have  the  Directors  the  power  under  their  amended  Charter  of  185G-7 — 
page  52,  sec.  3 — to  let  to  contract  at  once,  that  part  of  the  road  lying  be- 
tween the  Western  portal  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Tunnel  and  the  French  I3road 
River,  near  Asheville,  upon  a  subscription  on  the  part  of  individuals  to  the 
Capitol  Slock  of  the  Company  of  one-third  part  of  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
road  f  In  other  words,  can  the  Second  Section  of  said  Road  be  extended 
from  the  Western  portal  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Tunnel  to  the  French  Broad  River, 
under  the  provisions  of  said  amended  Charter,  or  is  it  limited  to  the  Western 
portal  of  the  said  tunnel." 

The  correct  solution  of  the  point  depends  on  the  oi-iginal  and  amended  char- 
ters of  the  Company— Act  of  1854,  c.  228,  and  Act  oi  185G,  c.  68. 

The  Act  of  1854,  chartei's  a  company  to  construct  a  road  from  Salisbury 
'■  to  some  point  on  the  French  Broad  river  beyond  the  Blue  Ridge."  The' 
road  is  to  be  constructed  by  divisions,  and  the  State  proposes  to  become  a 
stockholder  in  each  division  upon  certain  conditions.  Those  which  are  deem- 
ed essential  to  illustrate  the  point  under  consideration,  are,  (see  sections  8,  10, 
42,  43,  44,  45.)     _  . 

1.  As  much  as  $300,000  are  to  be  subscribed  by  individuals  and  5  per  cent 
paid  thereon,  precedent  to  the  subscription  by  the  State,  (sec.  8.) 

2.  The  stock  of  the  company  is  to  be  first  expended  on  "a  railroad  from 
the  town  of  Sahsbury,  on  the  North  Carolina  Railroad,  connecting  with  the 
same,  and  of  the  same  guage,  and  proceeding  westward  to  the  terminus  afore- 
said," &c. 

3.  The  first  division  of  the  road  is  "  to  be  completed  and  ec|uipped  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers  and  freight,  and  all  necessary  ware-houses,  water 
stations  and  buildings  shall  be  erected,  so  that  such  division  shall  be  put  in 
full  0])eration  before  the  State  shall  be  called  upon  to  subscribe  any  further 
sum,"  (fee. 

4.  "  Whenever  such  division  shall  have  been  completed  and  in  full  opera- 
tion, and  one-third  of  the  estimated  cost  of  the  second  division  shall  have 
been  subscribed  by  solvent  persons,  the  State  shall  subscribe  the  remaining 
two-thirds  of  the  estimated  cost  of  such  division." 

5.  And,  before  any  more  State  aid  can  be  asked  lor  the  further  progress  of 
the  road,  it  is  provided,  that  ''  when  said  first  and  second  divisions  shall  have 
been  completed  and  in  full  operation  and  one-third  of  the  estimated  cost  for 
completing  the  remaininf/  divisio7i  shall  have  been  subscribed  by  solvent  per- 
sons, two-thirds  of  the  estimated  cost  thereof  lor  completing  the  said  road  to 
its  western  terminus  shall  be  subscribed  by  the  State." 
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It  is  manifest  that  the  act  in  the  first  forty-one  sections  contemplates  three 
divisions  of  the  route,  and  only  three.  In  section  45,  it  seems  to  contemplate 
an  indefinite  number  after  the  second,  by  providmg  that  after  the  completion 
and  equipment  of  the  second  division  the  Directors  shall  proceed  "  to  effect 
the  construction  of  each  and  every  consecutive  division  of  said  rail-way 
throughout  said  line."  But  the  cautionary  provisions  as  to  the  said  divisions, 
be  they  many  or  few,  are  preserved,  by  declaring  that  each  and  every  such  di- 
vision shall  be  constructed  under  the  "same  provisions,  regulations,  lestric- 
tions  and  conditions,  expressed  in  sections  42-3-4." 

Nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that  the  State  intended  to  protect  itself  against 
a  great  failure  and  to  approach  the  ultimate  terminus  by  degrees.  It  intended  to 
proceed  by  steps,  and  not  to  attempt  the  second  step  before  the  first  was  se- 
cured ;  nor  to  attempt  any  other  or  further  one  after  the  second,  until  that 
which  immediately  preceded  it  was  secured  and  placed  beyond  contingency. 

The  Charter  was  not  as  clear  in  these  provisions  as  was  desirable.  First, 
the  extent  of  the  divisions  was  not  defined ;  secondly,  the  nurriber  of  divisions 
was  not  as  explicitly  stated  as  might  have  been.  The  obscurity  in  this  latter 
respect  arises  from  the  language  of  section  45;  for  section  10  contemplates 
and  describes,  in  umnistakeable  language,  tltree  divisions  only. 

The  amendatory  charter  of  1S5G,  Avas  intended  to  remove  all  obscurit}'  as 
to  the  extent  of  the  first  and  second  divisions;  and  certainly  did  so  as  to  the 
first.  By  section  2,  it  is  declared  that  the  "  first  section  or  division  shall  ex- 
tend to  the  town  of  Morganton,  in  the  county  of  Burke,  and  no  further." 
And  by  section  3,  it  is  enacted  that  "  the  second  section  or  division  shall  ex- 
tend from  the  town  of  Morganton  to  some  point  not  more  than  ten  miles  east 
of  the  western  portal  of  the  Swananoa  tunnel." 

And,  lest  the  policy  so  strongly  set  forth  in  the  act  of  1854,  in  respect  to 
the  manner  of  building  the  road  hy  divisions,  might  be  supposed  to  be  some- 
what changed  by  the  act  of  185G,  it  is  provided  that  nothing  in  that  act 
''  shall  authorize  a  subscription  of  stock  on  behalf  of  the  State  to  the  second 
division  of  said  road,  till  the  first  division  to  ilorganton  shall  be  completed, 
equipned  and  in  full  operation,  as  provided  in  the  original  charter." 

It  iMmiossible  to  discover  in  the  act  of  1856,  any  design  of  the  Legislature 
to  relax  the  security  provided  in  the  original  charter  against  a  large  failure  in 
the  enterprise,  or  being  involved  in  undertaking  a  consecutive  section  before 
the  prior  one  Avas  done.  Nor  do  I  think  it  discoverable,  that  the  Legislature 
intended  to  reduce  the  number  of  divisions  to  two. 

The  first  division  is  incapable  of  extension  by  construction.  The  second 
begins  at  the  Western  terminus  of  the  first,  and  ends  at  some  point,  which  it 
is  said,  "is  indefinite :  and,  because  it  is  indefinite,  it  is  argued,  that  it  may  as 
well  be  extended  to  some  point  on  the  French  Broad  river,  the  terminus  of 
the  road. 

I  do  not  concur  in  this  view,  for  the  following  reasons:  1.  I  think  it  man- 
ifest that  the  Legislature  did  not  design  the  second  division  to  extend  to  the 
French  Broad  river ;  first,  because,  that  is  against  the  intent  of  the  act  of 
1856,  there  being  at  least  three  divisions  provided  in  that  act,  and  it  is  ex- 
pressly provided  by  the  amendatory  act  of  1856,  (sec.  5,)  that  "  all  such 
clauses  in  the  charter  (1854,)  (and  no  more)  as  are  in  conflict  with  this  act 
(1856)  are  repealed."  Secondly,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  Legislature 
intended  to  stop  the  road  short  of  the  French  Broad  river  ;  and  if  they  had 
intended  that  the  Western  terminus  of  the  second  division  should  be  at  the 
terminus  of  the  route,  as  fixed  by  the  act  of  1854,  they  would  have  so  declar- 
ed in  plain  language,  either  by  using  the  words  employed  in  the  act  of  1854, 
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sec.  1,  to  describe  the  terminus,  (''  some  point  on  the  French  Broad  river  be- 
3'ond  the  Blue  Ridge,")  or  that  employed  in  section  10,  where  the  third  divi- 
sion is  called  the  "  remaining  division."  Thirdly,  because  it  is  plain  that  it  is 
supposed  the  terminus  will  be  some  where  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tunnel, 
whereas  the  point  in  contemplation,  on  the  French  Broad  river,  is  about  six- 
teen miles  h'om  the  tunnel. 

2.  I  do  not  think  there  is  the  imputed  obscurity  in  the  language  used  to 
describe  the  terminus.  The  language  is  "  a  point  not  more  than  ten  miles  east 
of  the  toesiern  portal  of  the  Swananoa  tunnel." 

I  assume  that  there  is  such  a  spot  as  the  western  portal  of  the  tunnel,  and 
the  expression  is  equivalent  to  saying  "  a  point  eastward  of  the  portal  and 
tvithin  ten  miles  of  it"  or  "  at  the  western  portal  of  the  tunnel,  or  some  point 
eastward  of  it,  within  ten  miles."  The  meaning  is,  that  the  point  should  not 
be  ivesi  of  the  western  portal,  nor  further  east  of  it  than  ten  miles.  I  think 
that  the  Legislature  designed  to  fix  the  western  terminus  of  the  second  divi- 
sion within  a  space  of  tea  miles ;  and  the  termini  of  this  space  are  the  portal 
on  the  west,  and,  on  the  east,  the  end  of  ten  miles  measured  eastward  from 
the  portal. 

It  is  said  that  the  expression,  "  not  more  than  ten  miles  east  of  the  western 
portal,"  &c.,  does  not  necessarily  indicate  that  the  point  intended  is  east  of 
the  portal — for  that  any  point  on  the  French  Broad  river,  a  hundred  miles 
west  of  the  portal,  is  a  point  which  is  not  more  than  ten  miles  east  of  the  por- 
tal. Certainly  this  is  true.  And  it  is  so,  only  because  it  is  not  east  at  all ;  and 
therefore  cannot  bo  more  than  ten  miles  east.  This  logic  leaves  the  western 
terminus  of  the  second  division,  2yoi}it  no  point ;  and  the  attempted  legislative 
description  of  that  terminus  must  be  wholly  rejected,  since  it  points  to  noth- 
ing. The  description  then  being  rejected,  as  fixing  the  point  at  no  place,  the 
true  reading  of  the  act  by  this  logic,  will  be,  "  the  second  division  shall  ex-^ 
tend  from  the  toAvn  of  Morgantan  to  some  point." 

Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  Legislature  intended  to  leave  the  terminus  so 
uncertain?  But,  if  they  so  purposed,  why  did  they  trouble  themselves  with 
any  language  looking  towards  a  fixation  of  the  point  ?  If  they  intended,  that 
the  point  might  be  any  where  on  the  route,  they  would  not  have  spolfen  of  a 
spot  about  the  tunnel — a  midway  station — but  would  have  said  plainly  "  to 
any  point  west  of  a  point  ten  miles  east  of  the  western  portal,"  &c.  This  ob- 
vious description  would  have  both  prevented  too  short  a  division  and  secured 
the  longest  which  could  have  been  desired. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Legislature  intended  to  termi- 
nate the  second  division  westwardly,  between  two  points,  embraced  within 
a  space  of  ten  miles  on  the  route,  the  western  extremity  of  which  space  is 
the  western  portal  of  the  Swananoa  tunnel ;  and,  of  course,  that  State  aid 
cannot  be  afforded  under  the  charter,  original  or  amendatory,  for  any  portion 
of  the  road  westward  of  that  point,  until  the  second  division  shall  have  been 
completed,  equipped,  Arc,  as  provided  by  sections  10  and  45. 
I  am  very  respectfully,  yr,  ob't.  serv't. 

B.  F.  MOOEE. 
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